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Abstract:          English medieİal theatĎe ıas not onlĳ a Ďealm of enteĎtainment, but 

one of education. MoĎeoİeĎ, as England ıas a ChĎistian nation, it is no 
suĎpĎise that its plaĳs functioned in didactic accoĎdance ıith Ďeligious 
teachings of the time. ChĎistianitĳ, hoıeİeĎ gĎounded in loİe and 
foĎgiİeness it maĳ haİe been, ıas not ıithout its peĎceiİed enemies, 
one of ıhich in medieİal England ıas ʓthe Jeıʔ. The ideologĳ and 
pĎactice of anti-Semitism both deİeloped and flouĎished in medieİal 
England, and ıas ĎeinfoĎced bĳ and Ďeflected in the didactic poıeĎ of 
its plaĳs. As is especiallĳ appaĎent in The 3atiİity of N-Toın, the 
CĎoĲton Play of the Sacrament, and ‘oĎk MĳsteĎĳ plaĳ The Resurrection, 
medieİal English dĎamatists didacticallĳ impaĎted to theiĎ audiences 
anti-Semitic doctĎine using mĳths, the phĳsicalitĳ of peĎfoĎmance, 
paĎallelism in ĎhetoĎical constĎuction of dialogue, alliteĎation, and moĎe 
to situate the Jeı as a liteĎal, Ďationalist, sacĎilegious Other.  
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as Englandʖs moĎal, faithful, and supeĎioĎ ideological fĎameıoĎk, but also to                     
eĲoĎcise its oın demons and pĎoject them onto Judaism – a poıeĎful, hateful                         
ideological pĎactice of dispossession that continues to negatiİelĳ Ďesonate in                   
todaĳʖs  ıoĎld. 
 

“ithout čuestion, a maĎĎiage of enteĎtainment and instĎuction ıas at plaĳ ıithin                       
medieİal English dĎama: moĎalities and mĳsteĎĳ cĳcle plaĳs alike ıeĎe                   
ʓunashamedlĳ infoĎmatiİe, didactic pĎoductionsʔ aimed at the ʓmoĎal betteĎment of                   
theiĎ audiencesʔ ʈ“alkeĎ, ɘɖɖɞ, p. ɝɟʉ. This moĎal betteĎing had spiĎitual                     
dimensions, ıhich manifested in ChĎistian England as peĎfoĎmances ʓfoĎ the                   
gĎeateĎ gloĎĳ of Godʔ ʈ“alkeĎ, ɘɖɖɞ, p. ɝɟʉ. Medieİal English didacticism, Ďeligious                       
oĎ not, pĎesented itself in a İaĎietĳ of foĎms and emploĳed ʓa Ďange of deİices to                               
make its pointsʔ. FuĎtheĎ, it ıas ıielded bĳ ʓʕeliteʖ inteĎest gĎoupsʔ that ıeĎe                         
ʓimplicitlĳ cĎiticalʔ of otheĎ institutions ʈ“alkeĎ, ɘɖɖɞ, p. ɝɟʉ. Because ChĎistians                     
constĎucted the Jeı as ĎepĎesenting medieİal Englandʖs pĎimaĎĳ elite inteĎest                   
gĎoup, Judaism becomes the seat of alteĎitĳ, and bĳ eĲtension, a gĎandlĳ cĎiticized                         
sĳstem of beliefs — ıith the consečuence that those ıho adheĎe to it aĎe čuite                             
İilified. InteĎestinglĳ, impoĎtantlĳ, and pĎoblematicallĳ, ıitnessing these plaĳs had                 
the effect of Ďeducing plaĳgoeĎsʖ ʓĎeliance upon the pĎiesthood as the sole                       
mediatoĎsʔ of doctĎine, encouĎaging a ʓpeĎsonal inİestmentʔ and gĎeateĎ ʓlocalism                   
in Ďeligious lifeʔ ʈ“alkeĎ, ɘɖɖɞ, p. ɞɘʉ. In otheĎ ıoĎds, English medieİal dĎama                         
deliİeĎed anti-Semitism into the hands ʈand into the headsʉ of the masses, fĎom                         
ıhich point theĳ ıeĎe theoĎeticallĳ fĎee to make and pĎopagate theiĎ oın                       
inteĎpĎetations. 

 

UndeĎstanding the Jeıʖs position in medieİal England is integĎal to fullĳ                     
compĎehending the didactic anti-Semitism in the mĳsteĎĳ and MiĎacle plaĳs. FĎom                     
the onset of the Ďeligion, ChĎistians felt the need to ʓdiffeĎentiate themselİes fĎom                         
theiĎ oldeĎ bĎotheĎʔ – the Jeı – and ʓdemonstĎate that [theiĎ] neı Ďeligion ıas                           
supeĎioĎ in impoĎtant and eİen cosmic ıaĳsʔ ʈKatz, ɗɟɟɚ, p. ɛɛʉ. This ıould                         
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eİentuallĳ Ďesult in an ʓideological anti-Jeıish attitudeʔ ʈKatz, ɗɟɟɚ, p. ɛɟʉ. Bĳ the                         
late medieİal peĎiod, ʓEnglish deİotional cultuĎe [ıas] Ďife ıith images of Jeıs,ʔ                       
Ďanging fĎom the ʓpatĎiaĎchies of the 1ld Testament in plaĳs pĎesented bĳ guilds as                           
an incĎeasinglĳ intĎinsic paĎt of CoĎpus ChĎisti festiİal celebĎations each spĎing to                       
the ʓblasphemous, teĎĎifĳing [Host] desecĎatoĎs dĎamatized in the CĎoĲton Play of                     
the Sacrament ʔ ʈDespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɚɝʉ. “hile the ʓtĎadition of anti-Judaismʔ gĎeı in                         
English liteĎatuĎe, so too did the image of the Jeı as ʓa geneĎic ʕ1theĎʖʔ in an effoĎt                                 
to displace Englandʖs gĎoıing LollaĎdism. As a Ďesult, Jeıs ıeĎe ʓnot meĎelĳ                       
sĳmbols of alteĎitĳ,ʔ but ıeĎe a ʓnecessaĎĳ element in the deİotional ıoĎld of the                           
lateĎ medieİal English laitĳʔ ʈDespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɚɝʉ. In otheĎ ıoĎds, the Jeı ıas both                             
Ďeİiled and used – feaĎed, and ĳet, crucial to medieİal English ChĎistian doctĎine,                         
discouĎse,  ĎhetoĎic, and  bĳ eĲtension,  liteĎatuĎe  and  plaĳs. 

 

As a Ďesult, English medieİal dĎama – designed to comfoĎt and sustain the belieİing                           
ChĎistian – pĎojects ʓunĎelenting hostilitĳ . . . toıaĎd the disbelieİeĎ, the Jeı,ʔ to                           
the degĎee that these plaĳs aĎe consideĎed some of the most ʓİehementlĳ                       
anti-Jeıish genĎes in the histoĎĳ of English liteĎatuĎeʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. əʉ. This                         
sĳstemic anti-Semitism manifests as distoĎtions and steĎeotĳpes of the Jeı, as ıell                       
as the assignment to the Jeı of ʓunıanted aspects of the ChĎistian communitĳ,ʔ                         
Ďesulting in his eĲecĎation ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. əʉ. “hile cĎitics such as M.J. Landa                           
ʈɗɟɘɜʉ aĎgue that ʓmedieİal dĎama İilified the Jeıʔ in the ıake of ʓfanaticism,                         
intoleĎance, and ignoĎanceʔ ʈas cited in SpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɚʉ, it is moĎe pĎopeĎlĳ a                             
matteĎ of scapegoating — the ChĎistianʖs eĲteĎnalization of ʓinneĎ conflictsʔ                   
ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɚʉ. Essentiallĳ, elaboĎates SpectoĎ, the anti-Semite ʓseizes on the                       
Jeı because the Jeı is the aİailable oĎ cultuĎallĳ-defined taĎget, the suspect, the                         
alien element in the communitĳ, and he pĎojects onto the Jeı dangeĎs that the                           
anti-Semite finds thĎeateningʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɚʉ. Ultimatelĳ, in English medieİal                     
dĎama, the Jeı is tĎansfoĎmed into an ʓeĲteĎnal and conİenient ĎepositoĎĳʔ foĎ                       
ChĎistian  feaĎs ʈSpectoĎ,  ɗɟɝɟ,  p. ɚʉ. 
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The pĎocesses, Ďesults, and effects of this dĎamatic, dĎamatuĎgical Jeıish                   
scapegoating aĎe mĳĎiad. Effectiİelĳ, the Jeı ıas made to ʓĎepĎesent pĎeciselĳ and                       
onlĳ those eİils that ıeĎe most thĎeatening to the goals of the plaĳs,ʔ ĎendeĎing the                             
Jeı ʓunassimilableʔ bĳ his manneĎ of being ʓentĎapped in Ďeason and as thus . . .                               
incapable of accepting TĎuth as faithʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɛʉ. Simplĳ put, the Jeıʖs                           
ʓinabilitĳ to peĎceiİe higheĎ tĎuthʔ made him diffeĎent, deficient, and ʓtheĎefoĎe                     
dangeĎousʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɛʉ. AfteĎ King EdıaĎd Vʖs edict in ɗɘɟɖ eĲpelling all                           
Jeıs fĎom the countĎĳ, theĎe ıeĎe onlĳ a ʓfeı [Jeıs] at bestʔ bĳ the fifteenth                             
centuĎĳ in England ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. DĎamatists pĎacticallĳ inİented them,                     
ʓconsciouslĳ selecting specific models of the Jeı . . . alteĎing them to seĎİe the                             
didactic puĎposes of the plaĳsʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. In this pĎocess, the Jeı                           
eİentuallĳ became associated ıith the deİil, tıisting the matteĎ into a ʓconflict                       
betıeen Eİil and Goodʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɛʉ. “ithin such dĎama, Jeıs, ʓidentified                         
bĳ dialogue, stage diĎections, and speakeĎ headings,ʔ ıeĎe figuĎes ıho utteĎlĳ                     
Ďejected ʓJesusʖ diİinitĳ and feĎİentlĳ oppose[d] anĳ alteĎation of the 1ld Laıʔ                       
ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. Essentiallĳ, the Jeı as chaĎacteĎ ıas moĎe of a spiĎitual                           
constĎuction, ĎatheĎ than ʓʕĎacial,ʖ ethnic, oĎ cultuĎalʔ ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. It seems,                         
then, the Jeı of medieİal English dĎama ıas a constĎuct of Ďeligious 1theĎness                         
ʈand as such, a fountain of heĎesĳʉ intended foĎ its utilitĳ in illustĎating ChĎistian                           
dogma. 

 
The alteĎitĳ of the Jeı ʈand his Ďespectiİe eİilnessʉ in medieİal English dĎama is                           
elseıheĎe cleaĎlĳ and consistentlĳ established, albeit in İaĎĳing ıaĳs. In all of the                         
mĳsteĎĳ cĳcles, ʓthe Jeıs aĎe made to beaĎ full Ďesponsibilitĳ foĎ İiĎtuallĳ eİeĎĳ                         
aspect of Jesusʖ death, eİen the paĎt plaĳed bĳ Pilateʖs soldieĎs accoĎding to gospel                           
accountsʔ ʈɜʉ. In the Toıneleĳ manuscĎipt, MaĎĳ ʓchaĎacteĎizes the CĎucifiĲion as                     
stĎife betıeen the Jeıs and Jesusʔ, ıhile the Ďisen Jesus himself lateĎ blames ʓonlĳ                           
ʕthe [Jeıs]ʖʔ ʈin SpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. Both of these eĲamples demonstĎate a soĎt of                             
theatĎical counteĎ-gospel that suggests the ıĎiteĎs as ıell as those ıho mounted                       
the plaĳs had feı čualms about taking libeĎties ıith ScĎiptuĎe, in oĎdeĎ to poĎtĎaĳ                           
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the Jeı in a moĎe negatiİe light. Jeıs ıeĎe also poĎtĎaĳed as Ďationalizing the                           
miĎaculous ʈSpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ, especiallĳ in the MiĎacle plaĳs. Additionallĳ, the Jeı                         
ıas ĎegulaĎlĳ linked to the inappĎopĎiatelĳ phĳsical — oĎ ĎatheĎ — bodilĳ eİil.                         
Plaĳing off of MaĎĳ as ʓmediatĎiĲ and defendeĎ of the ChuĎchʖs bodilĳ boundaĎiesʔ,                         
the Jeı ıas depicted as ʓdesecĎating the Hostʔ and thus taking paĎt in ʓıillful acts                             
of desecĎation,ʔ effectiİelĳ establishing theiĎ ʓliteĎalistʔ natuĎe İeĎsus that of                   
ʓspiĎitualʔ ChĎistians ʈDespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɛɝ; DespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɛɖʉ. This imposed,                       
inİented, baĎbaĎous bodilĳ natuĎe manifests thĎoughout English dĎama – in scenes                     
such as Jeıs dancing ʓgleefullĳ aĎound the cĎoss in the CĎucifiĲion plaĳsʔ ʈSpectoĎ,                         
ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ – fuĎtheĎ 1theĎing the Jeı, and eaĎning him eİen gĎeateĎ Ďeİilement in                             
centĎes  of  ChĎistian  deİotion. 
 

The depiction of the Jeıʖs Ďefutation of miĎacles, a common means of the                         
eĲposition of didactic anti-Semitism in medieİal English dĎama, is pĎesent in the                       
N-Toın plaĳ The 3atiİity . As a paĎt of the dĎamatic action, the İiĎginitĳ of MaĎĳ is                               
to be phĳsicallĳ confiĎmed bĳ tıo ʈfemaleʉ Jeıs ıho, pĎefeĎĎing ʓeİidence to faithʔ,                         
aĎe 1theĎed bĳ theiĎ pĎefeĎence of Ďationalitĳ oİeĎ Ďeligiositĳ ʈPĎice ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚɚɖʉ.                         
Initiallĳ, the tıo Jeıs Ďefuse to eİen enteĎ MaĎĳʖs caİe, feaĎing the diİine light                           
emitting  fĎom it: 

SAL1ME.  “e  daĎe not enteĎ this lodge, in  faith! 
TheĎe is  theĎein  so  gĎeat bĎightness! 
Moon  bĳ night noĎ sun bĳ daĳ 
Shone neİeĎ so  cleaĎ  in theiĎ lightness! 

ZEL1M‘.  Into this house  daĎe I not go. 
The ıondeĎful  light does me affĎaĳ! 

ʈ The 3atiİity, ɗɜɘ–ɗɜɝʉ 
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Eİentuallĳ, the Jeı Zelomĳ must satisfĳ heĎ Ďationalitĳ and İeĎifĳ MaĎĳʖs intact                       
İiĎginhood phĳsicallĳ. 1nce MaĎĳ pĎoİokes an eĲamination ıith the ıoĎds ʓTest ıith                       
ĳouĎ hand  ĳouĎself  aloneʔ ʈ The  3atiİity, ɘɘɛʉ, Zelomĳ eĲclaims  

HeĎe  openlĳ  I feel  and  see:  

A  faiĎ child of  a  maiden  is  boĎn  
. . .  
His motheĎ, not huĎt of İiĎginitĳ.  

ʈ The 3atiİity, ɘɘɞ–ɟ,  ɘəəʉ  

‘et, Salome, the otheĎ Jeı in this scene, ʓfolloıing the Pauline steĎeotĳpe of the                           
Jeı as stubboĎnlĳ blind to the tĎuth, pĎefeĎs to place heĎ faith in heĎ oın common                               
sense and eĲpeĎience of the ıoĎldʔ ʈPĎice, ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚɚɗʉ, totallĳ distĎusting Zelomĳʖs                         
claims:  

SAL1ME.  It  is  not tĎue,  it maĳ  neİeĎ be 
That both be  clean! I cannot  belieİe! 
. . .  
I shall  neİeĎ tĎoı  it but I it pĎoİe; 
“ith  hand  touching  but  I assaĳ, 
In mĳ  conscience  it maĳ neİeĎ  cleaİe 
That she has child and  is  a  maid. 

  ʈ The 3atiİity, ɘɚɘ–ɘɚə,  ɘɚɜ–ɘɚɟʉ 

“hat neĲt occuĎs in The 3atiİity is an ultimate damning of the Ďational,                         
eĲpeĎimental, miĎacle-čuestioning Jeı. Upon İeĎifĳing MaĎĳʖs İiĎginitĳ heĎself,               
Salome is tĎeated to a hierosphthitic eĲpeĎience, as PĎice descĎibes it, a ʓphĳsical                         
ıitheĎing oĎ cĎippling as diİine punishment foĎ touching a holĳ object ıith                       
sacĎilegious handsʔ ʈPĎice, ɘɖɖɝ, pp. ɚəɟ–ɚɚɖʉ. “hile such eĲpeĎiences in ChĎistian                     
theologĳ ıeĎe ʓoften moĎtal,ʔ hieĎosphthitic eĲpeĎiences ıith the ViĎgin ıeĎe                   
instead ʓʕtĳpicallĳ coĎĎectiİeʖ ĎatheĎ than İengeful,ʔ offeĎing ĎestoĎation İia                 
Ďepentance ĎatheĎ than death as punishment – hoıeİeĎ, this lenience is not to be                           
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inteĎpĎeted as anĳ less anti-Semitic, as it simplĳ depicts ChĎistians ʓnot [killing]                       
Jeıs ıith kniİes, but ıith ıoĎdsʔ ʈPĎice, ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚɚɖʉ. Eİentuallĳ, MaĎĳ inİites                         
Salome to İeĎifĳ heĎ İiĎginitĳ, stating ʓ“iselĳ Ďansack and tĎĳ the tĎue oath /                           
“hetheĎ I be fouled oĎ a clean maidʔ ʈThe 3atiİity ɘɛɘ–ɘɛəʉ. EĲpectantlĳ, Salome                         
pĎoceeds,  and then states  the folloıing: 

SAL1ME.  Alas,  alas,  and  ıellaıaĳ! 
FoĎ  mĳ  gĎeat  doubt  and  false belief 
Mĳ hand is dead  and  dĎĳ as claĳ. 
Mĳ false distĎust  has ıĎought  mischief!  
. . . 
FoĎ  I did tempt this  maid so bĎight 
And  held against  heĎ  puĎe  cleanness. 
In gĎeat mischief noı am I pight. 
Alas,  alas foĎ mĳ leıdness!  

  ʈ The 3atiİity, ɘɛɚ–ɘɛɝ,  ɘɜɘ–ɘɜɛʉ 

HeĎe, afflicted ıith a hieĎosphthitic penaltĳ, Salomeʖs hand is left ʓıitheĎingʔ and                       
ʓuselessʔ ʈPĎice, ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚɚɗʉ. Eİidentlĳ, Salomeʖs attempt ʓto pĎoİe thĎough                     
eĲpeĎience ıhat should haİe been belieİed thĎough faithʔ is indicatiİe of the Jeıʖs                         
faultĳ, anti-miĎacle Ďationalitĳ, sacĎilege, and ultimatelĳ, his ʈoĎ heĎʉ alteĎitĳ ʈPĎice,                     
ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚɚɘʉ. HoıeİeĎ, the plaĳʖs didacticism does not end theĎe, as Jesus –                           
illustĎating ChĎistian dogma – heals Salomeʖs hand: ʓThe Son of God, foĎsooth he is,                           
/ Has healed mĳ hand that ıas foĎloĎnʔ ʈ The 3atiİity, ɘɟɛ–ɘɟɜʉ. CleaĎlĳ, the Jeı is                             
not onlĳ 1theĎed in this eĲchange, but used as a demonstĎatiİe tool to shoı the                             
İaliditĳ and İalue of ChĎistianitĳ, including its miĎacles, the ViĎgin, and its ultimate                         
Goodness. 

 

Depicting the Jeı as phĳsicallĳ baĎbaĎous and hostile to the EuchaĎist is anotheĎ                         
keĳ method of didactic anti-Semitism in medieİal English dĎama. This stĎategĳ is                       
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easilĳ obseĎİable in the CĎoĲton Play of the Sacrament. In Sacrament , a gĎoup of                           
Jeıs ʈillegallĳʉ pĎocuĎe a Host and – once again, illustĎating theiĎ supposed                       
Ďationalitĳ, ıish to ʓtest the efficacĳ of ChĎistian belief in ʕa cakeʖʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p.                             
ɘəɛʉ. The Jeısʖ tests, ıhich include stabbing and attempted buĎning, is eİocatiİe of                         
a ʓtĎadition of Host desecĎation legends ciĎculating in late-medieİal EuĎopeʔ                   
conceĎning Judaism, as ıell as accusations of Jeıish ʓĎitual muĎdeĎʔ, such as in                         
BuĎĳ St. Edmunds, ıheĎe this plaĳ ıas likelĳ initiallĳ put on ʈ Sacrament, ɘəɜ–ɘəɝʉ.                         
Thus, one can infeĎ that anti-Semitic tales and dĎama ıeĎe peĎpetuallĳ and                       
mutuallĳ self-ĎeinfoĎcing: each tale leading to gĎeateĎ belief in the dĎama, leading                       
back to belief in the tale, and so on. MoĎeoİeĎ, Sacrament does ıoĎk to ʓĎeinfoĎce                             
the chaĎge that Jeıs [ıeĎe] the killeĎs of ChĎistʔ bĳ its ıaĳ of tuĎning the Jeısʖ                               
desecĎation of the Host  into a  ʓneı Passionʔ ʈSacrament,  ɘəɟʉ: 

Theĳ  gĎieİed  ouĎ  LoĎd  gĎeatlĳ on gĎound 
And  put him to  a neı passion, 
“ith  daggeĎs  gaİe him manĳ  a  gĎieİous  ıound, 
Nailed  him to  a pillaĎ, ıith pinsons plucked him  doın  

ʈ Sacrament, əɝ–ɚɖʉ 
HeĎe, because the Host that the Jeıs puĎchase is ʓĎegaĎded as the bodĳ of ChĎist,ʔ a                               
ʓconstellation of . . . Jeıish cĎimesʔ is foĎmed, including ʓĎitual muĎdeĎ accusation                         
and blood libel,ʔ in addition to the afoĎementioned Host desecĎation ʈLampeĎt,                     
ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚɖʉ. Anti-Semitic ıoĎk such as this helped contĎibute to a                       
fifteenth-centuĎĳ ʓstandaĎdizationʔ of ʓĎitual muĎdeĎs [being] identified ıith Host                 
desecĎationsʔ – a ʓfusionʔ that is appaĎent in the Play of the Sacrament ʖs ʓcentĎal act                             
of  alleged  Jeıish  peĎfidĳ,  the CĎucifiĲionʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚɗʉ.  

 

In The Play of the Sacrament, the CĎucifiĲion is essentiallĳ ʓĎe-enacted,ʔ paĎalleled                       
in the Jeısʖ testing of the Host, didacticallĳ impaĎting Jeıish blasphemĳ, heinous                       
phĳsicalitĳ, and the afoĎementioned peĎfidĳ, Ďesulting in the Jeı being ĎegaĎded as                       
a ʓonce, futuĎe, and pĎesent thĎeat to the bodĳ of ChĎistʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚɘʉ.                             
1İeĎ the couĎse of the plaĳ, the Jeıs puĎchase the Bodĳ of ChĎist just as ʓthe                               
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Romans bought Jesus fĎom Judasʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚɘʉ, afteĎ ıhich theĳ ʓsmite                         
theĎeon ıounds fiİeʔ ʈSacrament, ɚɛɞʉ, echoing the fiİe ıounds of ChĎist on the                         
CĎoss. NeĲt, the  Jeıs miĎĎoĎ  the  CĎucifiĲion itself, nailing  the Host  to  a  post:  

JASD1N.   HeĎe  is  an  hammeĎ  and  nails thĎee,  I saĳ. 
Lift  his aĎms,  felloı,  on  heĳ 
“hile I dĎiİe  these  nails,  I ĳou pĎaĳ, 
“ith  stĎong  stĎokes fast. 

MASPHAT.   Noı  set on, felloıs,  ıith main  and  might, 
And  pluck his aĎms aıaĳ  in  fight. 
“hat  if  the  tıitch,  felloıs,  aĎight!  

  ʈ Sacrament, ɛɖɞ–ɛɗɚʉ 

Then, the Jeıs buĎn the Host in an oİen, ʓsĳmbolizing the HaĎĎoıing of Hellʔ                           
ʈLampeĎt,  ɘɖɖɗ,  p. ɘɚɘʉ: 

MALCHUS.   Ah, hoı this  fiĎe  ginneth  to  bĎenne  cleaĎ! 
This  oİeĎ  Ďight hot I think to  make. 
Noı,  Jason,  to  the cauldĎon  that ĳe steeĎ, 
And  fast fetch  hitheĎ  that  ilka cake. 

JAS1N.  I shall  ıith  these  pinsons, ıithout doubt, 
Shake this  cake out  of this cloth, 
And  to  the oİen  I  shall  it Ďout 
And  stop hi  theĎe,  though  he  be loth  

  ʈ Sacrament, ɜɟɝ–ɝɖɚʉ 

Finallĳ, the Host ʓtĎansfoĎms into ChĎist himself, paĎalleling the ultimate miĎacle of                       
the ResuĎĎection,ʔ functioning as the final ʓiteĎatiİe Ďe-enactmentʔ – oĎ ĎatheĎ, the                       
final stage of the neı passion the Banns foĎetell neaĎ the plaĳʖs outset ʈLampeĎt,                           
ɘɖɖɗ,  p. ɘɚɘʉ.  
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InteĎestinglĳ ʈand damninglĳʉ the Play of the Sacrament links the Mass ıith the                         
CĎucifiĲion, taking the ʓiteĎatiİe natuĎe of the Jeısʖ cĎime[s] eİen fuĎtheĎʔ                     
ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚəʉ. “hen Masphat – the legitimacĳ of the EuchaĎist not ĳet                           
appaĎent to him – saĳs, ʓ‘ea, I daĎe saĳ faithfullĳ that theiĎ faith is false: / That                                 
neİeĎ he on that CalİaĎĳ ıas killed / 1Ď in bĎead foĎ to be blood: it is untĎue alsʔ                                     
ʈ Sacrament, ɘɗə–ɘɗɛʉ, he, in these consecutiİe lines, ties ʓMass and the miĎacle of                         
tĎansubstantiation to the sacĎifice of the CĎucifiĲionʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚəʉ. This                       
conjoining implies that ʓeİeĎĳ celebĎation of the Mass is a Ďe-enactment of ChĎistʖs                         
sacĎifice and, consečuentlĳ, of the Jeısʖ cĎimeʔ against himʔ ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚəʉ.                         
This is a poıeĎful and ideological sentiment, to be suĎe. Masphatʖs allusion to the                           
Mass at the staĎt of the plaĳ is Ďeİiİed bĳ the song at the plaĳʖs conclusion                               
ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚəʉ, leaİing the association fĎesh in plaĳgoeĎsʖ minds. As a Ďesult,                           
the Play of the Sacrament didacticallĳ impaĎts ʓthe CĎucifiĲion, the Ďelated cĎimes of                         
host desecĎation and Ďitual muĎdeĎ, and the Mass [as] peĎpetual and simultaneousʔ                       
ʈLampeĎt, ɘɖɖɗ, p. ɘɚəʉ, binding the Jeı to peĎfidĳ, the death of ChĎist, and moĎe in                               
a  highlĳ infectious  manneĎ.  

 

“hile the Play of the Sacramentʖs established Mass-Host-CĎucifiĲion-Jeı linkage is                   
its pĎimaĎĳ foĎm of anti-Semitic didacticism, theĎe is also a secondaĎĳ, minoĎ foĎm                         
of Jeıishness-as-carnalism at ıoĎk heĎe. In medieİal English dĎama, naĎĎatiİes of                     
the Jeı established fĎečuent distinctions betıeen appaĎent caĎnalitĳ in the Jeı,                     
and ChĎistian coĎpoĎealitĳ ʈDespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɛɞʉ. Jeıish caĎnalitĳ tended to                     
manifest as ʓbodilĳ ıaste,ʔ oĎ moĎe specificallĳ, ʓfeces, spittle, oĎ [as] festeĎing                       
soĎes and phĳsical ailmentsʔ ʈDespĎes, ɗɟɟɞ, p. ɛɞʉ, effectiİelĳ demeaning the Jeı as                         
both 1theĎ and lesseĎ. 1nce Jonathas the Jeı finds himself buĎned in The Play of                             
the Sacrament , Colle enteĎs, eĲpounding on the seĎİices of his emploĳeĎ, DoctoĎ                       
BĎundich. Colleʖs fiĎst line Ďeads ʓAha, heĎe is a faiĎ felloıshipʔ ʈ Sacrament, ɛɘɛʉ,                         
making it cleaĎ he is addĎessing the entiĎe gĎoup of Jeıs ʈand peĎhaps eİeĎĳ Jeı,                             
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including those eĲteĎnal to the plaĳʉ. AfteĎıaĎd, Colle begins to spout a caĎnal                         
discouĎse, beginning bĳ declaĎing BĎundich to be ʓthe most famous phĳsician /                       
That eİeĎ saı uĎine!ʔ ʈ Sacrament, ɛəɛ–ɛəɜʉ, and then deliİeĎing the folloıing                     
passage:  

C1LLE.   All manneĎ of men that haİe  anĳ  sickness, 
To MasteĎ  BĎenbeĎclĳ look that  ĳou ĎedĎess. 
“hat  disease  oĎ sickness  that eİeĎ ĳe haİe, 
He  ıill  neİeĎ leaİe ĳou till ĳe be  in  ĳouĎ gĎaİe! 
“ho hat  the  cankeĎ, the collick,  oĎ the laĲ, 
The teĎtian, the čuaĎtan,  oĎ the  bĎining  aĲs, 
FoĎ  ıoĎms, foĎ gnaıing,  gĎinding  in the ıomb oĎ in the 
boldĎĳo, 
All manneĎ Ďed eĳen,  bleaĎed eĳen,  and  the migĎaine  also, 
FoĎ  headache,  boneache, and  theĎeto  the toothache 
The colt-eİil  and  the bĎosten  men he ıill  undeĎtake  

                               ʈ Sacrament, ɜɖɞ–ɜɗɝʉ 

HeĎe, it is impoĎtant to Ďecognize that Colleʖs pĎoclamation is aimed at a paĎtĳ of                             
Jeıs, and thus, all of these gĎotesčue bodilĳ ailments aĎe ascĎibed to theiĎ                         
chaĎacteĎ. As a Ďesult, the Jeıishness as carnality mĳth is didacticallĳ Ďe-enfoĎced,                       
impaĎting  to  ChĎistian  plaĳgoeĎs  theiĎ appaĎent phĳsical supeĎioĎitĳ.  

 

Finallĳ, not all didactic anti-Semitism in medieİal English dĎama ıas so oİeĎt –                         
instead, as obseĎİation of alliteĎation ʈand ıheĎe it is absentʉ in the plaĳs of the                             
‘oĎk cĳcle ıill demonstĎate that, sometimes, the ChĎistian dĎamatistʖs ıoĎk ıas                     
instead moĎe subliminal. Recent studĳ of the anonĳmouslĳ authoĎed ‘oĎk cĳcle has                       
led scholaĎs to posit both a ʓgĎeat metĎistʔ and ʓgĎeat dĎamatistʔ ıoĎking                       
simultaneouslĳ on the cĳcleʖs initial constĎuction ʈReese, ɗɟɛɗ, pp. ɜɚə–ɜɚɚʉ. The                     
latteĎ plaĳıĎight – identifiable bĳ his ʓanapaestic ease,ʔ ʓeĲcessiİe alliteĎation,ʔ ʓnot                     
[being] goİeĎned bĳ anĳ sĳllabic Ďules,ʔ stĎesses ʓcoinciding ıith . . . the alliteĎated                           
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soundʔ ʈReese, ɗɟɛɗ, p. ɜɚɛʉ, and influence fĎom the Gospel of Nicodemus ʈReese,                         
ɗɟɛɗ, p. ɜɚɗʉ – has been undeĎstood bĳ C.M. Gaĳleĳ ʈɗɟɖɝʉ as ʓmaĎked bĳ his                             
obseĎİation of lifeʔ ʈcited in Reese, ɗɟɛɗ, p. ɜɚɗʉ, and thus, ıoĎking in ʓĎhetoĎic and                             
Ďantʔ ʈReese, ɗɟɛɗ, p. ɜɚɚʉ. This plaĳıĎightʖs dĎamatic tendencies haİe eaĎned him                       
the titles  York realist and the  Passion Playıright of York  ʈReese, ɗɟɛɗ, p. ɜɚɗʉ. 

 

In his noted obseĎİation of life and in his ĎhetoĎical appĎoach to the composition of                             
dĎamatic İeĎse, this ‘oĎk Ďealist not onlĳ disseminated of anti-Semitism, but also                       
emploĳed a subtle didactic appĎoach, paĎticulaĎlĳ eİident in his use of alliteĎatiİe                       
İeĎse conİentions in the ‘oĎk plaĳ The Resurrection. 1İeĎ the couĎse of                       
Resurrection, Pontius Pilate conİeĎses ıith Caiaphas, the latteĎ Ďallĳing foĎ the                     
placement of guaĎds at ChĎistʖs tomb. Closelĳ eĲamined, this eĲchange Ďeİeals                     
contĎasting  leİels  of  alliteĎatiİe  İeĎse that designate  Caiaphas  as lesseĎ: 

PILATE.   CentuĎion,  be ıithal, 
‘e  ıot  ouĎ  cleĎks the eclipses theĳ  call 
Such  sudden  sight. 
Both sun and  moon  that season  shall 
Lack  of  theiĎ light. 

CAIAPHAS.  ‘ea,  and if dead  men Ďose  bodilĳ 
That might be  done  thĎough soĎceĎĳ, 
TheĎefoĎe ıe set nothing theĎebĳ 
To be  abashed.  

  ʈ Resurrection, ɟɞ–ɗɖɜʉ 

 

HeĎe, the tĎeatment of Pilateʖs dialogue shoıs stĎongeĎ alliteĎation than does that                       
of Caiaphas, the Jeı. MoĎe specificallĳ, Pilateʖs lines featuĎe ʓıhat might be                       
called . . . a İeĎtical alliteĎatiİe patteĎn,ʔ as sounds in one line aĎe ʓcaĎĎied oİeĎ into                                 
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the neĲtʔ ʈReese, ɗɟɛɗ, pp. ɜɛɘ–ɜɛəʉ. ConİeĎselĳ, in this passage, Caiaphas the Jeı is                           
tĎeated to no such ʈoĎ, one might concede, a less poıeĎfulʉ linguistic luĲuĎĳ. The                           
language of Pilate is eleİated oİeĎ that of Caiaphas, thus impaĎting a lesser position                           
to the Jeı. HeaĎing this alliteĎatiİe subtletĳ, audiences ıeĎe giİen a lesson in                         
ChĎistian  supeĎioĎitĳ,  contĎasting  ıith compaĎatiİe  Jeıish  infeĎioĎitĳ. 

 
The anti-Semitic didacticism outlined aboİe is onlĳ a fĎaction of ıhat can be found                           
in the ‘oĎk Cĳcle. And ĳet, the point is cleaĎ: anti-Semitism ıas taught in the dĎama                               
of the time. GĎeg “alkeĎ ʈɘɖɖɞʉ points out that, pĎoblematicallĳ, ʓa plaĳ can be Ďead                             
oĎ Ďeceiİed in unintended ıaĳs, oĎ haİe long-teĎm cultuĎal consečuences of ıhich                       
no one ıas initiallĳ aıaĎe ıhen the peĎfoĎmance itself took placeʔ ʈ“alkeĎ, ɘɖɖɞ, p.                           
ɞɘʉ. Such long-teĎm cultuĎal consečuences aĎe the highlĳ unfoĎtunate case eİident                     
ıith medieİal English anti-Semitism, as such hate continues to peĎİade and infect                       
contempoĎaĎĳ societĳ — ıell beĳond Englandʖs boĎdeĎs. PeĎhaps, such discouĎse                   
and its ideological consečuences ıeĎe ineİitable. Jean-Paul SaĎte infoĎms us that ʓif                       
the Jeıs did not eĲist the anti-Semite ıould haİe to inİent themʔ ʈas cited in                             
SpectoĎ, ɗɟɝɟ, p. ɜʉ. RegaĎdless, it is undeniable that English dĎamatists indeed                       
deİeloped a ʓconstellation of mĳths about Jeıs and Judaism,ʔ ĎatheĎ than                     
ʓĎeflecting eitheĎ histoĎical oĎ theological Ďealitĳʔ ʈPĎice, ɘɖɖɝ, p. ɚəɟʉ. As CĎoĲtonʖs                       
Play of the Sacrament, The 3atiİity of N-Toın, and the ‘oĎk Cĳcleʖs The                         
Resurrection all demonstĎate, medieİal English anti-Semitism ıas ceĎtainlĳ               
pĎesent,  and ıas  dangeĎouslĳ  poıeĎful. 

[ |  ] 

 
 
 

Bronson Carver , at the time of the  composition  of this paper, was a 4 th year 
student in  the English  Department,  Faculty of Social  Sciences and Humanities on 
Lakehead University's Thunder Bay campus. 
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