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Abstract:          E glish edie al theat e as ot o l  a eal  of e te tai e t, but 

o e of educatio . Mo eo e , as E gla d as a Ch istia  atio , it is o 
su p ise that its pla s fu ctio ed i  didactic acco da ce ith eligious 
teachi gs of the ti e. Ch istia it , ho e e  g ou ded i  lo e a d 
fo gi e ess it a  ha e bee , as ot ithout its pe cei ed e e ies, 
o e of hich i  edie al E gla d as the Je . The ideolog  a d 
p actice of a ti-Se itis  both de eloped a d flou ished i  edie al 
E gla d, a d as ei fo ced b  a d eflected i  the didactic po e  of 
its pla s. As is especiall  appa e t i  The Nati ity of N-To , the 
C o to  Play of the Sacra e t, a d Yo k M ste  pla  The Resurrectio , 

edie al E glish d a atists didacticall  i pa ted to thei  audie ces 
a ti-Se itic doct i e usi g ths, the ph sicalit  of pe fo a ce, 
pa allelis  i  heto ical co st uctio  of dialogue, allite atio , a d o e 
to situate the Je  as a lite al, atio alist, sac ilegious Other.  

 
 

 

glish edie al theat e as ot o l a eal of e te tai e t, but o e of                         
educatio . Mo eo e , as E gla d as a Ch istia atio , it is o su p ise that its                           

pla s fu ctio ed i didactic acco da ce ith eligious teachi gs of the ti e.                     
Ch istia it , ho e e g ou ded i lo e a d fo gi e ess it a ha e bee , as ot                         

ithout its pe cei ed e e ies, o e of hich i edie al E gla d as the Je . The                           
ideolog a d p actice of a ti-Se itis both de eloped a d flou ished i edie al                     
E gla d, a d as ei fo ced b a d eflected i the didactic po e of its pla s. As is                               
especiall appa e t i The Nati ity of N-To , the C o to Play of the Sacra e t,                         
a d Yo k M ste pla The Resurrectio , edie al E glish d a atists didacticall                   
i pa ted to thei audie ces a ti-Se itic doct i e usi g ths, the ph sicalit of                     
pe fo a ce, pa allelis i heto ical co st uctio of dialogue, allite atio , a d                 

o e to situate the Je as a lite al, atio alist, sac ilegious Other. Reflected a d                         
ei fo ced b didacticis i d a a, Ch istia it as ot o l able to establish itself                         

 



 

THE POST [ | ]                     VOLUME    ISSUE  
LAKEHEAD   UNIVERSITY’S   INTERDISCIPLINARY    UNDERGRADUATE    RESEARCH    JOURNAL       

 

as E gla d s o al, faithful, a d supe io ideological f a e o k, but also to                     
e o cise its o de o s a d p oject the o to Judais – a po e ful, hateful                         
ideological p actice of dispossessio that co ti ues to egati el eso ate i                   
toda s o ld. 
 

Without uestio , a a iage of e te tai e t a d i st uctio as at pla ithi                       
edie al E glish d a a: o alities a d ste c cle pla s alike e e                   

u asha edl i fo ati e, didactic p oductio s ai ed at the o al bette e t of                   
thei audie ces Walke , , p. . This o al bette i g had spi itual                     
di e sio s, hich a ifested i Ch istia E gla d as pe fo a ces fo the                   
g eate glo of God Walke , , p. . Medie al E glish didacticis , eligious                       
o ot, p ese ted itself i a a iet of fo s a d e plo ed a a ge of de ices to                               

ake its poi ts . Fu the , it as ielded b elite i te est g oups that e e                         
i plicitl c itical of othe i stitutio s Walke , , p. . Because Ch istia s                     

co st ucted the Je as ep ese ti g edie al E gla d s p i a elite i te est                   
g oup, Judais beco es the seat of alte it , a d b e te sio , a g a dl c iticized                         
s ste of beliefs — ith the co se ue ce that those ho adhe e to it a e uite                             
ilified. I te esti gl , i po ta tl , a d p oble aticall , it essi g these pla s had                 

the effect of educi g pla goe s elia ce upo the p iesthood as the sole                       
ediato s of doct i e, e cou agi g a pe so al i est e t a d g eate localis                   

i eligious life Walke , , p. . I othe o ds, E glish edie al d a a                         
deli e ed a ti-Se itis i to the ha ds a d i to the heads of the asses, f o                         

hich poi t the e e theo eticall f ee to ake a d p opagate thei o                       
i te p etatio s. 

 

U de sta di g the Je s positio i edie al E gla d is i teg al to full                     
co p ehe di g the didactic a ti-Se itis i the ste a d Mi acle pla s. F o                     
the o set of the eligio , Ch istia s felt the eed to diffe e tiate the sel es f o                         
thei olde b othe – the Je – a d de o st ate that [thei ] e eligio as                           
supe io i i po ta t a d e e cos ic a s Katz, , p. . This ould                         
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e e tuall esult i a ideological a ti-Je ish attitude Katz, , p. . B the                         
late edie al pe iod, E glish de otio al cultu e [ as] ife ith i ages of Je s,                       
a gi g f o the pat ia chies of the Old Testa e t i pla s p ese ted b guilds as                           

a i c easi gl i t i sic pa t of Co pus Ch isti festi al celeb atio s each sp i g to                       
the blasphe ous, te if i g [Host] desec ato s d a atized i the C o to Play of                     
the Sacra e t  Desp es, , p. . While the t aditio of a ti-Judais g e i                         
E glish lite atu e, so too did the i age of the Je as a ge e ic Othe i a effo t                                 
to displace E gla d s g o i g Lolla dis . As a esult, Je s e e ot e el                       
s bols of alte it , but e e a ecessa ele e t i the de otio al o ld of the                           
late edie al E glish lait Desp es, , p. . I othe o ds, the Je as both                             
e iled a d used – fea ed, a d et, crucial to edie al E glish Ch istia doct i e,                         

discou se, heto ic, a d b  e te sio , lite atu e a d pla s. 

 

As a esult, E glish edie al d a a – desig ed to co fo t a d sustai the belie i g                           
Ch istia – p ojects u ele ti g hostilit . . . to a d the disbelie e , the Je , to                           
the deg ee that these pla s a e co side ed so e of the ost ehe e tl                       
a ti-Je ish ge es i the histo of E glish lite atu e Specto , , p. . This                         
s ste ic a ti-Se itis a ifests as disto tio s a d ste eot pes of the Je , as ell                       
as the assig e t to the Je of u a ted aspects of the Ch istia co u it ,                         
esulti g i his e ec atio Specto , , p. . While c itics such as M.J. La da                           

a gue that edie al d a a ilified the Je i the ake of fa aticis ,                         
i tole a ce, a d ig o a ce as cited i Specto , , p. , it is o e p ope l a                             

atte of scapegoati g — the Ch istia s e te alizatio of i e co flicts                   
Specto , , p. . Esse tiall , elabo ates Specto , the a ti-Se ite seizes o the                       

Je because the Je is the a ailable o cultu all -defi ed ta get, the suspect, the                         
alie ele e t i the co u it , a d he p ojects o to the Je da ge s that the                           
a ti-Se ite fi ds th eate i g Specto , , p. . Ulti atel , i E glish edie al                     
d a a, the Je is t a sfo ed i to a e te al a d co e ie t eposito fo                       
Ch istia  fea s Specto , , p. . 
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The p ocesses, esults, a d effects of this d a atic, d a atu gical Je ish                   
scapegoati g a e iad. Effecti el , the Je as ade to ep ese t p ecisel a d                       
o l those e ils that e e ost th eate i g to the goals of the pla s, e de i g the                             
Je u assi ilable b his a e of bei g e t apped i easo a d as thus . . .                               
i capable of accepti g T uth as faith Specto , , p. . Si pl put, the Je s                           
i abilit to pe cei e highe t uth ade hi diffe e t, deficie t, a d the efo e                     

da ge ous Specto , , p. . Afte Ki g Ed a d V s edict i e pelli g all                           
Je s f o the cou t , the e e e o l a fe [Je s] at best b the fiftee th                             
ce tu i E gla d Specto , , p. . D a atists p acticall i e ted the ,                     
co sciousl selecti g specific odels of the Je . . . alte i g the to se e the                             

didactic pu poses of the pla s Specto , , p. . I this p ocess, the Je                           
e e tuall beca e associated ith the de il, t isti g the atte i to a co flict                       
bet ee E il a d Good Specto , , p. . Withi such d a a, Je s, ide tified                         
b dialogue, stage di ectio s, a d speake headi gs, e e figu es ho utte l                     
ejected Jesus di i it a d fe e tl oppose[d] a alte atio of the Old La                       
Specto , , p. . Esse tiall , the Je as cha acte as o e of a spi itual                           

co st uctio , athe tha acial, eth ic, o cultu al Specto , , p. . It see s,                         
the , the Je of edie al E glish d a a as a co st uct of eligious Othe ess                         
a d as such, a fou tai of he es i te ded fo its utilit i illust ati g Ch istia                           

dog a. 

 
The alte it of the Je a d his especti e e il ess i edie al E glish d a a is                           
else he e clea l a d co siste tl established, albeit i a i g a s. I all of the                         

ste c cles, the Je s a e ade to bea full espo sibilit fo i tuall e e                         
aspect of Jesus death, e e the pa t pla ed b Pilate s soldie s acco di g to gospel                           
accou ts . I the To ele a usc ipt, Ma cha acte izes the C ucifi io as                     
st ife bet ee the Je s a d Jesus , hile the ise Jesus hi self late bla es o l                           
the [Je s] i Specto , , p. . Both of these e a ples de o st ate a so t of                             
theat ical cou te -gospel that suggests the ite s as ell as those ho ou ted                       
the pla s had fe ual s about taki g libe ties ith Sc iptu e, i o de to po t a                           
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the Je i a o e egati e light. Je s e e also po t a ed as atio alizi g the                           
i aculous Specto , , p. , especiall i the Mi acle pla s. Additio all , the Je                         
as egula l li ked to the i app op iatel ph sical — o athe — bodil e il.                         

Pla i g off of Ma as ediat i a d defe de of the Chu ch s bodil bou da ies ,                         
the Je as depicted as desec ati g the Host a d thus taki g pa t i illful acts                             
of desec atio , effecti el establishi g thei lite alist atu e e sus that of                   
spi itual Ch istia s Desp es, , p. ; Desp es, , p. . This i posed,                       

i e ted, ba ba ous bodil atu e a ifests th oughout E glish d a a – i sce es                     
such as Je s da ci g gleefull a ou d the c oss i the C ucifi io pla s Specto ,                         

, p. – fu the Othe i g the Je , a d ea i g hi e e g eate e ile e t i                             
ce t es of Ch istia  de otio . 
 

The depictio of the Je s efutatio of i acles, a co o ea s of the                         
e positio of didactic a ti-Se itis i edie al E glish d a a, is p ese t i the                       
N-To pla The Nati ity . As a pa t of the d a atic actio , the i gi it of Ma is                               
to be ph sicall co fi ed b t o fe ale Je s ho, p efe i g e ide ce to faith ,                         
a e Othe ed b thei p efe e ce of atio alit o e eligiosit P ice , p. .                         
I itiall , the t o Je s efuse to e e e te Ma s ca e, fea i g the di i e light                           
e itti g f o  it: 

SALOME.  We da e ot e te  this lodge, i  faith! 
The e is the ei  so g eat b ight ess! 
Moo  b  ight o  su  b  da  
Sho e e e  so clea  i  thei  light ess! 

ZELOMY.  I to this house da e I ot go. 
The o de ful light does e aff a ! 

The Nati ity,  –  
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E e tuall , the Je Zelo  ust satisf he atio alit a d e if Ma s i tact                       
i gi hood ph sicall . O ce Ma p o okes a e a i atio ith the o ds Test ith                       
ou  ha d ou self alo e  The Nati ity,  , Zelo  e clai s  

He e ope l  I feel a d see:  

A fai  child of a aide  is bo   
. . .  

His othe , ot hu t of i gi it .  

The Nati ity,  – ,   

Yet, Salo e, the othe Je i this sce e, follo i g the Pauli e ste eot pe of the                           
Je as stubbo l bli d to the t uth, p efe s to place he faith i he o co o                               
se se a d e pe ie ce of the o ld P ice, , p. , totall dist usti g Zelo s                         
clai s:  

SALOME.  It is ot t ue, it a  e e  be 
That both be clea ! I ca ot belie e! 
. . .  

I shall e e  t o  it but I it p o e; 
With ha d touchi g but I assa , 
I   co scie ce it a  e e  clea e 
That she has child a d is a aid. 

  The Nati ity,  – , –  

What e t occu s i The Nati ity is a ulti ate da i g of the atio al,                         
e pe i e tal, i acle- uestio i g Je . Upo e if i g Ma s i gi it he self,               
Salo e is t eated to a hierosphthitic e pe ie ce, as P ice desc ibes it, a ph sical                         

ithe i g o c ippli g as di i e pu ish e t fo touchi g a hol object ith                       
sac ilegious ha ds P ice, , pp. – . While such e pe ie ces i Ch istia                     
theolog e e ofte o tal, hie osphthitic e pe ie ces ith the Vi gi e e                   
i stead t picall co ecti e athe tha e geful, offe i g esto atio ia                 
epe ta ce athe tha death as pu ish e t – ho e e , this le ie ce is ot to be                           
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i te p eted as a less a ti-Se itic, as it si pl depicts Ch istia s ot [killi g]                       
Je s ith k i es, but ith o ds P ice, , p. . E e tuall , Ma i ites                         
Salo e to e if he i gi it , stati g Wisel a sack a d t the t ue oath /                           
Whethe I be fouled o a clea aid The Nati ity – . E pecta tl , Salo e                         
p oceeds, a d the  states the follo i g: 

SALOME.  Alas, alas, a d ella a ! 
Fo   g eat doubt a d false belief 
M  ha d is dead a d d  as cla . 
M  false dist ust has ought ischief!  
. . . 
Fo  I did te pt this aid so b ight 
A d held agai st he  pu e clea ess. 
I  g eat ischief o  a  I pight. 
Alas, alas fo   le d ess!  

  The Nati ity,  – , –  

He e, afflicted ith a hie osphthitic pe alt , Salo e s ha d is left ithe i g a d                       
useless P ice, , p. . E ide tl , Salo e s atte pt to p o e th ough                     

e pe ie ce hat should ha e bee belie ed th ough faith is i dicati e of the Je s                         
fault , a ti- i acle atio alit , sac ilege, a d ulti atel , his o he alte it P ice,                     

, p. . Ho e e , the pla s didacticis does ot e d the e, as Jesus –                           
illust ati g Ch istia dog a – heals Salo e s ha d: The So of God, fo sooth he is,                           
/ Has healed ha d that as fo lo The Nati ity, – . Clea l , the Je is                             

ot o l Othe ed i this e cha ge, but used as a de o st ati e tool to sho the                             
alidit a d alue of Ch istia it , i cludi g its i acles, the Vi gi , a d its ulti ate                         

Good ess. 

 

Depicti g the Je as ph sicall ba ba ous a d hostile to the Eucha ist is a othe                         
ke ethod of didactic a ti-Se itis i edie al E glish d a a. This st ateg is                       
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easil obse able i the C o to Play of the Sacra e t. I Sacra e t , a g oup of                           
Je s illegall p ocu e a Host a d – o ce agai , illust ati g thei supposed                       
atio alit , ish to test the efficac of Ch istia belief i a cake La pe t, , p.                             

. The Je s tests, hich i clude stabbi g a d atte pted bu i g, is e ocati e of                         
a t aditio of Host desec atio lege ds ci culati g i late- edie al Eu ope                   
co ce i g Judais , as ell as accusatio s of Je ish itual u de , such as i                         
Bu St. Ed u ds, he e this pla as likel i itiall put o Sacra e t,  – .                         
Thus, o e ca i fe that a ti-Se itic tales a d d a a e e pe petuall a d                       

utuall self- ei fo ci g: each tale leadi g to g eate belief i the d a a, leadi g                       
back to belief i the tale, a d so o . Mo eo e , Sacra e t does o k to ei fo ce                             
the cha ge that Je s [ e e] the kille s of Ch ist b its a of tu i g the Je s                               
desec atio  of the Host i to a e  Passio  Sacra e t,  : 

The  g ie ed ou  Lo d g eatl  o  g ou d 
A d put hi  to a e  passio , 
With dagge s ga e hi  a  a g ie ous ou d, 
Nailed hi  to a pilla , ith pi so s plucked hi  do   

Sacra e t, –  
He e, because the Host that the Je s pu chase is ega ded as the bod of Ch ist, a                               
co stellatio of . . . Je ish c i es is fo ed, i cludi g itual u de accusatio                         

a d blood libel, i additio to the afo e e tio ed Host desec atio La pe t,                     
, p. . A ti-Se itic o k such as this helped co t ibute to a                       

fiftee th-ce tu sta da dizatio of itual u de s [bei g] ide tified ith Host                 
desec atio s – a fusio that is appa e t i the Play of the Sacra e t  s ce t al act                             
of alleged Je ish pe fid , the C ucifi io  La pe t, , p. .  

 

I The Play of the Sacra e t, the C ucifi io is esse tiall e-e acted, pa alleled                       
i the Je s testi g of the Host, didacticall i pa ti g Je ish blasphe , hei ous                       
ph sicalit , a d the afo e e tio ed pe fid , esulti g i the Je bei g ega ded as                       
a o ce, futu e, a d p ese t th eat to the bod of Ch ist La pe t, , p. .                             
O e the cou se of the pla , the Je s pu chase the Bod of Ch ist just as the                               
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Ro a s bought Jesus f o Judas La pe t, , p. , afte hich the s ite                         
the eo ou ds fi e Sacra e t,  , echoi g the fi e ou ds of Ch ist o the                         
C oss. Ne t, the Je s i o  the C ucifi io  itself, aili g the Host to a post:  

JASDON.   He e is a  ha e  a d ails th ee, I sa . 
Lift his a s, fello , o  he  
While I d i e these ails, I ou p a , 
With st o g st okes fast. 

MASPHAT.   No  set o , fello s, ith ai  a d ight, 
A d pluck his a s a a  i  fight. 
What if the t itch, fello s, a ight!  

  Sacra e t, –  

The , the Je s bu the Host i a o e , s bolizi g the Ha o i g of Hell                           
La pe t, , p. : 

MALCHUS.   Ah, ho  this fi e gi eth to b e e clea ! 
This o e  ight hot I thi k to ake. 
No , Jaso , to the cauld o  that e stee , 
A d fast fetch hithe  that ilka cake. 

JASON.  I shall ith these pi so s, ithout doubt, 
Shake this cake out of this cloth, 
A d to the o e  I shall it out 
A d stop hi the e, though he be loth  

  Sacra e t,  –  

Fi all , the Host t a sfo s i to Ch ist hi self, pa alleli g the ulti ate i acle of                       
the Resu ectio , fu ctio i g as the fi al ite ati e e-e act e t – o athe , the                       
fi al stage of the  e passio the Ba s fo etell ea the pla s outset La pe t,                           

, p. .  

MEDIEVAL ENGLAND’S  DRAMA: DIDACTIC ANTI-SEMITISM        [ | ]           Bronson Carver           



 

THE POST [ | ]                     VOLUME    ISSUE  
LAKEHEAD   UNIVERSITY’S   INTERDISCIPLINARY    UNDERGRADUATE    RESEARCH    JOURNAL       

 

 

 

I te esti gl a d da i gl the Play of the Sacra e t li ks the Mass ith the                         
C ucifi io , taki g the ite ati e atu e of the Je s c i e[s] e e fu the                     
La pe t, , p. . Whe Masphat – the legiti ac of the Eucha ist ot et                           

appa e t to hi – sa s, Yea, I da e sa faithfull that thei faith is false: / That                                 
e e he o that Cal a as killed / O i b ead fo to be blood: it is u t ue als                                     
Sacra e t, – , he, i these co secuti e li es, ties Mass a d the i acle of                         

t a substa tiatio to the sac ifice of the C ucifi io La pe t, , p. . This                       
co joi i g i plies that e e celeb atio of the Mass is a e-e act e t of Ch ist s                         
sac ifice a d, co se ue tl , of the Je s c i e agai st hi La pe t, , p. .                         
This is a po e ful a d ideological se ti e t, to be su e. Masphat s allusio to the                           
Mass at the sta t of the pla is e i ed b the so g at the pla s co clusio                               
La pe t, , p. , lea i g the associatio f esh i pla goe s i ds. As a esult,                           

the Play of the Sacra e t didacticall i pa ts the C ucifi io , the elated c i es of                         
host desec atio a d itual u de , a d the Mass [as] pe petual a d si ulta eous                       
La pe t, , p. , bi di g the Je to pe fid , the death of Ch ist, a d o e i                               

a highl  i fectious a e .  

 

While the Play of the Sacra e t s established Mass-Host-C ucifi io -Je li kage is                   
its p i a fo of a ti-Se itic didacticis , the e is also a seco da , i o fo                         
of Je ish ess-as-car alis at o k he e. I edie al E glish d a a, a ati es of                     
the Je established f e ue t disti ctio s bet ee appa e t ca alit i the Je ,                     
a d Ch istia co po ealit Desp es, , p. . Je ish ca alit te ded to                     

a ifest as bodil aste, o o e specificall , feces, spittle, o [as] feste i g                       
so es a d ph sical ail e ts Desp es, , p. , effecti el de ea i g the Je as                         
both Othe a d lesse . O ce Jo athas the Je fi ds hi self bu ed i The Play of                             
the Sacra e t , Colle e te s, e pou di g o the se ices of his e plo e , Docto                       
B u dich. Colle s fi st li e eads Aha, he e is a fai fello ship Sacra e t,  ,                         

aki g it clea he is add essi g the e ti e g oup of Je s a d pe haps e e Je ,                             
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i cludi g those e te al to the pla . Afte a d, Colle begi s to spout a ca al                         
discou se, begi i g b decla i g B u dich to be the ost fa ous ph sicia /                       
That e e sa u i e! Sacra e t,  – , a d the deli e i g the follo i g                     
passage:  

COLLE.   All a e  of e  that ha e a  sick ess, 
To Maste  B e be cl  look that ou ed ess. 
What disease o  sick ess that e e  e ha e, 
He ill e e  lea e ou till e be i  ou  g a e! 
Who hat the ca ke , the collick, o  the la , 
The te tia , the ua ta , o  the b i i g a s, 
Fo  o s, fo  g a i g, g i di g i  the o b o  i  the 
bold o, 
All a e  ed e e , blea ed e e , a d the ig ai e also, 
Fo  headache, bo eache, a d the eto the toothache 
The colt-e il a d the b oste  e  he ill u de take  

                               Sacra e t,  –  

He e, it is i po ta t to ecog ize that Colle s p ocla atio is ai ed at a pa t of                             
Je s, a d thus, all of these g otes ue bodil ail e ts a e asc ibed to thei                         
cha acte . As a esult, the Je ish ess as car ality th is didacticall e-e fo ced,                       
i pa ti g to Ch istia  pla goe s thei  appa e t ph sical supe io it .  

 

Fi all , ot all didactic a ti-Se itis i edie al E glish d a a as so o e t –                         
i stead, as obse atio of allite atio a d he e it is abse t i the pla s of the                             
Yo k c cle ill de o st ate that, so eti es, the Ch istia d a atist s o k as                     
i stead o e subli i al. Rece t stud of the a o ousl autho ed Yo k c cle has                       
led schola s to posit both a g eat et ist a d g eat d a atist o ki g                       
si ulta eousl o the c cle s i itial co st uctio Reese, , pp. – . The                     
latte pla ight – ide tifiable b his a apaestic ease, e cessi e allite atio , ot                     
[bei g] go e ed b a s llabic ules, st esses coi cidi g ith . . . the allite ated                           
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sou d Reese, , p. , a d i flue ce f o the Gospel of Nicode us Reese,                         
, p. – has bee u de stood b C.M. Ga le as a ked b his                             

obse atio of life cited i Reese, , p. , a d thus, o ki g i heto ic a d                             
a t Reese, , p. . This pla ight s d a atic te de cies ha e ea ed hi                       

the titles York realist a d the Passio  Play right of York  Reese, , p. . 

 

I his oted obse atio of life a d i his heto ical app oach to the co positio of                             
d a atic e se, this Yo k ealist ot o l disse i ated of a ti-Se itis , but also                       
e plo ed a subtle didactic app oach, pa ticula l e ide t i his use of allite ati e                       
e se co e tio s i the Yo k pla The Resurrectio . O e the cou se of                       

Resurrectio , Po tius Pilate co e ses ith Caiaphas, the latte all i g fo the                     
place e t of gua ds at Ch ist s to b. Closel e a i ed, this e cha ge e eals                     
co t asti g le els of allite ati e e se that desig ate Caiaphas as lesse : 

PILATE.   Ce tu io , be ithal, 
Ye ot ou  cle ks the eclipses the  call 
Such sudde  sight. 
Both su  a d oo  that seaso  shall 
Lack of thei  light. 

CAIAPHAS.  Yea, a d if dead e  ose bodil  
That ight be do e th ough so ce , 
The efo e e set othi g the eb  
To be abashed.  

  Resurrectio ,  –  

 

He e, the t eat e t of Pilate s dialogue sho s st o ge allite atio tha does that                       
of Caiaphas, the Je . Mo e specificall , Pilate s li es featu e hat ight be                       
called . . . a e tical allite ati e patte , as sou ds i o e li e a e ca ied o e i to                                 
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the e t Reese, , pp. – . Co e sel , i this passage, Caiaphas the Je is                           
t eated to o such o , o e ight co cede, a less po e ful li guistic lu u . The                           
la guage of Pilate is ele ated o e that of Caiaphas, thus i pa ti g a lesser positio                           
to the Je . Hea i g this allite ati e subtlet , audie ces e e gi e a lesso i                         
Ch istia  supe io it , co t asti g ith co pa ati e Je ish i fe io it . 

 
The a ti-Se itic didacticis outli ed abo e is o l a f actio of hat ca be fou d                           
i the Yo k C cle. A d et, the poi t is clea : a ti-Se itis as taught i the d a a                               
of the ti e. G eg Walke poi ts out that, p oble aticall , a pla ca be ead                             
o ecei ed i u i te ded a s, o ha e lo g-te cultu al co se ue ces of hich                       

o o e as i itiall a a e he the pe fo a ce itself took place Walke , , p.                           
. Such lo g-te cultu al co se ue ces a e the highl u fo tu ate case e ide t                     

ith edie al E glish a ti-Se itis , as such hate co ti ues to pe ade a d i fect                       
co te po a societ — ell be o d E gla d s bo de s. Pe haps, such discou se                   
a d its ideological co se ue ces e e i e itable. Jea -Paul Sa te i fo s us that if                       
the Je s did ot e ist the a ti-Se ite ould ha e to i e t the as cited i                             
Specto , , p. . Rega dless, it is u de iable that E glish d a atists i deed                       
de eloped a co stellatio of ths about Je s a d Judais , athe tha                     

eflecti g eithe histo ical o theological ealit P ice, , p. . As C o to s                       
Play of the Sacra e t, The Nati ity of N-To , a d the Yo k C cle s The                         
Resurrectio all de o st ate, edie al E glish a ti-Se itis as ce tai l               
p ese t, a d as da ge ousl  po e ful. 

[ | ] 

 
 
 

Bronson Carver , at the time of the composition of this paper, was a 4 th year 
student in the English Department,  Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities on 
Lakehead University's Thunder Bay campus. 
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